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December 25, 1960 


From Day to Day 


by Lois J. Hurley 


is the column in which I 
attempt to interpret the 
mood of Christmas and put 

you in step with it; not easy, in 
our hustle-bustle world, but nec- 
essary, if the time is to be one of 
wonder and joy. 

Since memory plays such a big 
part in the sentiment of Christ- 
mas, let’s take bits and pieces of 
long-ago seasons and try to fit 
them together into the Christmas 
we'd like to re-create for ourselves 
and our family, if we could go back 
with people, to places we knew 
and loved in the world of long ago. 

So, to begin with, I wish I could 
have a Christmas back in the old 
Missouri farm house of my child- 
hood with my father and mother 
plus my husband and child. 

Here’s how I'd like things to go: 
First, I'd like us all to ride to 
town and do our simple shopping 
in the stores along the main street. 

Mama and I would buy the extra 
fixings for the big dinner; oysters 
for supper stew and for the dress- 
ing, cranberries, celery, and nuts. 
Kathy and Grandpa could go hand 
in hand down the street after 
their conspiratorial gifts, none of 
which would cost much more than 
a quarter. Daddy (my husband) 
would probably delight and astound 
the storekeepers by buying prodig- 
iously of the best for all of us. 

Then home to the warm farm- 
house, a supper of good foods from 
Mamma’s plentiful pantry, includ- 
ing homemade souse, pickled in 
vinegar, homemade light bread, 
pickles, jellies, and goodies. 

By the time the dishes are done, 
Papa has driven the team around 
to the front door and we all pack 
cozily in for the two-mile drive 
to church, under the soft stars of 
Christmas Eve. There Kathy will 
-enjoy the fragrance of a cedar 
Christmas tree, lighted by dozens 
of flickering candles, for this is 
long before electric tree bulbs. 


After the program of speeches 
and songs, we'll drive home for a 
lazy, cozy hour by the fire, then to 
bed with our socks and stockings 
hanging in a row from the mantel 
of the big sittingroom fireplace. 


We'd awake .to the snap and 
crackle of the fire, stoked to a 
state of hearty blaze by Papa's 
expert hand; the stockings would 
be explored and emptied of their 
mysterious bulges; a hasty break- 
fast would be eaten; and the big 
dinner gotten under way. Then 
we'd be ready for the arrival of 
the kinfolks. 

First to drive in the yard, I 
know, would be my oldest sister 
and her family. A rosy-cheeked 
baby would be unwrapped and ad- 
mired; Kathy would have the fun 
of greeting cousins she hardly 
knows, across the separating years. 

My brother-in-law would hand 
around packages of fire crackers; 
Papa would bring a shovel of coals 
from the fireplace; and we'd stand 
in the front yard, in the crisp 
frostiness of Christmas morning 
and greet the day with pops and 
bangs, in the manner long followed 
in the south of my childhood. 

Next to arrive would be my fa- 
vorite Aunt Molly and her hus- 
band and brood. She, too. would 
be seeing my daughter for the 
first time and I know just how 
she would greet her. 

Taking Kathy's chin in her firm 
but gentle grip, she would tip up 
her face, look straight and deep 


into her eyes, and say, “Hovrdy, 
child.” I know, for that’s the way 
she always greeted me after peri- 
ods of separation and I always 
wanted to have a very clear con- 
science when Aunt Molly thus in- 
spected it. 

The precious hours of the day 
would flow along much in the 
manner of Christmas days every- 
where. The bountiful dinner would 
be served in three shifts. The good 
smell of the once-a-year Christmas 
cigars of the men, smoked after 
dinner, would waft through the 
house. The children would wrap up 
and have a romp around the farm. 

There'd be an early snack for 
those who could hold it, then the 
kinfolks would have to load up the 
wagons and go home to do their 
chores. We'd say goodby to them. 
Then, I’m afraid we'd have to say 
goodby to the homefolks and be 
going, too, for we’d have a long, 
long way to travel; forty-five years 
in order to get home! 

About all that is left of the 
childhood Christmas I long to re- 
live, is the old farm house. It still 
stands, though much altered. Papa 
is gone: Aunt Molly and all her 
family are gone; my sister is gone; 
my mother, a feeble 93, only oc- 
casionally remembers us in our 
proper identities and relationships. 

But, are they really gone? A 
theory I like is that we are im- 
mortal so long as we live in the 





Happiness lies in the ab- 
sorption in some vocation 
which satisfies the soul. 

—Sir William Osler 











memories of those we knew and 
loved. So, since Christmas is not 
gone, though I can’t spend it with 
you, Papa and Aunt and dear 
eldest sister and Mamma and cous- 
ins, old neighbors, and all those I 
have known in the long ago but 
not seen for awhile, come spend 
it with me. 

Join the new friends I have 
made, around my fireside on Christ- 
mas Eve. Come downstairs with us 
to open our presents under the 
tree on Christmas morning. Gath- 
er at our table for a dinner, still 
bountiful. 

Listen to the beautiful old carols 
from our hi-fi set; they don’t sound 
exactly the same as they did when 
we sang them together in the old 
Walnut Grove church, but they 
carry the same message and bring 
the same warmth. 

Let us open the Scriptures to- 
gether to St. Luke: “And there were 
in the same country, shepherds 
abiding in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flocks by night .. .” 
This is an ageless passage that un- 
locks the magic door of Christmas 
today, the same as it did years 
ago, and will for years to come. 

Welcome one, welcome all! All 
those from the past and in the 
present who blend together in spir- 
it and flesh at the blessed season 
of Christmas. Welcome all those 
yet to come who will observe it 
and love it. Ages come and go; 
times change but the heart con- 
tinues to rejoice in this glad season. 

Because: “I bring you good ti- 
dings of great joy, which shall 
be to all people . . . Glory to God 
in the highest and on earth peace, 
good will toward men,” 
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DO YOU WANT IT? 


An annual index is unusual in a farm 
magazine. We present one because many 
readers have told us they save every issue 
and refer to them as questions and prob- 
lems arise on the dairy farm. But is it 
worth the valuable space it occupies and 


Only you can answer. If you find the in- 
dex of value to you, please drop us a post 
card. Write Editorial Department, Hoard’s 
Dairyman, Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin. Your 
comments will determine whether the in- 
dex will be published in the future. 
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tion. Tomorrow you may be looking for a feeding, construc- 
tion, or livestock disease control idea which appeared last sum- 
With an index it will be easy to find. 
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